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There was the most amazing temperature 
inversion this morning, with thick fog here, 
and bright, bright sunshine when I popped 
up above the cloud at the airport.  Feels 
like spring… 
 
I imagined that the magazine would be a 
tiny affair this month - only 28 days, 
nothing much happening.  But there is 
always something happening, it seems, 
and the choice is, again, what to leave 
out.   
 
A big welcome home to Ray.  There aren‘t 
words to say how happy we are to have 
you back safe and sound. 
 
There is isn‘t room this month for a list of 
Nestle products to avoid should you wish 
to join the boycott (see letters to the 
Editor), but I‘ll make sure to include one 
next time.  The World Health Organisation 
estimates one baby dies every 30 
seconds in the developing world - 
needlessly - because of formula feeding, 
which Nestle continues to promote.  That‘s 
2 million babies a year.  What price a cup 
of coffee? 
 
I haven‘t sent my form back to Heather 
Brain about the Historic House thing even 
though I really do intend to and am keen 
to say Yes.  I suspect most of us are still 
sitting on our forms.  We should put it on 
our list of things to do today.   I‘m going to 
make stuff up about our house - it has no 
history of its own so I‘m going to provide a 
ready-made one.  But don‘t tell anybody… 
 
Village Tidy-up will be upon us again 
soon, and Robin is once again going to 
rally the troops for an early spring-clean.  I 
walked into Clevedon the other day and 
have come to the conclusion that drivers 
coming from that direction finish their 
sandwich and drink or fish and chips or 
whatever just as they reach the Kenn sign, 
and then start throwing the rubbish out of 
their car windows.   It‘s remarkable.  Not 
many things leave me speechless, but  
 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 
The prospects of there being an early spring this year are pretty poor.  The very hard frosts and 
snow that arrived in the first weeks of the new year, as you know, cooled the atmosphere right down 
and at the time of writing in mid-February it has not picked up many degrees. 
 
If the weather gets warmer from now on, this cold spell may have had its advantages.  The land has 
had a wonderful rest.  We may see the benefits of this as the growing season gets underway. 
 
Do you remember the old saying?  ―A January Spring is good for no thing‖ or ―If the grass doth grow 
in Janevere it grows the worse the rest of the year‖. 
 
The land is remarkably dry, enabling a certain amount of fieldwork to be done, including manure 
spreading with very heavy tractors and spreaders, but most farmers and their workers are fully 
employed looking after the cattle in the sheds. 
 
The very cold weather has made big inroads into the cattle feed held in store.  Farmers are hoping it 
will last out until spring comes. 
 
Cattle and sheep destined for the meat trade are fetching very high prices in the markets.  Things 
look good in the lamb trade as the season starts around Easter-time. 
 
The trade for milking cows is very high, especially here in the West Country.  Farmers are looking 
for replacements for the many cows that are being slaughtered because they have reacted to the 
T.B. tests. T.B. is rampant in this country and we wonder when the government will take this 
disease seriously. 
 
Supplies of these cattle are so short that dairy cattle are being imported from France and other parts 
of the continent. 
 

Ray Naish 

Welcome to Tim and Julia Bush 
 
I would like to welcome and congratulate Tim and Julia on moving into their brand new house in 
Kenn Street.  Their house is a ‗one off‘ and we hope their stay there will be long and happy. 
 
Actually, Tim has moved into part of what was ―Stonehouse Farm‖ where his grandmother Alice 
Staples was born in the late eighteen hundreds.  She and her seven brothers and sisters were all 
born in the same room at the farm, the children of the late Mr and Mrs Charles Staples.  Actually my 
two sisters, Margaret, Daphne and myself were all born in that same room, but many years later. 
 
Later in life Alice Staples married Arthur Parker and they made their home for many years at 
Dowlais Farm, Lower Strode Road, Clevedon.  They always showed a great interest in what was 
going on in Kenn, especially the Church and socially, as did their two children Percy and (Tim‘s 
mother) Kathleen. 
 

Ray Naish 

Mrs. Edith Tripp 
Mrs Edith Tripp aged 101 has passed away.  Mrs Tripp had lived in Kenn for over eighty years.  Her 
obituary will appear in next month‘s News and Views. 

Ray Naish 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Raymond Victor Naish - Is safely home from Southmead Hospital after about 8 weeks and looking 
much better than he has for a very long time.  He still goes to Weston Hospital three times a week 
(now in the afternoons) for dialysis but now that the long-term infection has been cleared he is going 
from strength to strength. 
 
Jean had a nasty chest infection but is now improving – Heather keeps a careful watch over both of 
them. What joy and how grateful we are for these wonderful blessings. 
 

Keith Summerell - Keith, formerly of Moat Cottage, Nailsea Wall and The Drum and Monkey in 

Kenn passed away on the 1st February.    His funeral service was held at Weston Crematorium on 
the 12th February.   We send our condolences to his widow Lucille and daughter Jackie also other 
members of their family. 
 
I remember Keith best as a pigeon fancier (a hobby he shared with my father Arthur Gillard) 
together with his first wife Betty (nee Pike) who was the Secretary of the Pigeon Club.  Betty was 
born in Kenn and lived her early life at Moorside Farm, Kenn Moor Road.  Jackie, with husband 
Jamie Huxtable and her children, lives in Cook‘s Lane and often joins in village activities. 
 

Edith Annie Tripp 1908 – 2010 - Mrs. Tripp‘s funeral, with interment, was held at St. John the 

Evangelist Kenn on Thursday 25th February. Our flag was flown at half-mast.  We send our 
sympathy to her daughter Pearl and her family.      Obituary next month. 
 

Candlemas Day – One of the old sayings for Candlemas Day 
 
―On Candlemas Day all good geese go home to lay‖ 
I checked with Brian Stowell who keeps geese and he confirmed that he collected two goose eggs 
on the 25th February, however having heard the gander ‗treading‘ early in the month, he thought it 
likely that they had laid earlier and he had failed to find them. 

 
Kenn Village Hall – the rather tatty glass fronted fridge has gone and Sarah has purchased a 

smart new one.  Please note that it is not ‗good‘ for fridges to be moved so if one is required in the 
main hall, may we please use the small blue one. 
Thank you. 
 

Riverside Farm - was demolished on Saturday 13th February. The River Kenn behind has been 

cleaned out and the site is now clear ready for the building of the new house. 
 
Robbie‘s mum Margaret continues to visit regularly and supplied the Snowdrops for the Family 
Service on the 28th February from the orchard there. 
 
Women’s World Day of Prayer – Service at St. John’s 7.30pm Friday 5th March. 
Preacher – David Evans.   Men and children will also be welcomed! 
 

Men’s Breakfast – The Chapter House, Yatton – 8.45am – 10.30am Saturday 6th March - 

Speaker - Roz Willis – Subject “Domestic Violence towards Men” 
On this occasion only men are invited – the catering ladies will stay in the kitchen. 
 
No charge - If you would like to go, let me know and I will add your name to the list, 
Margaret 01275 874077. 
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The Village Market 
 
We were lucky to squeeze the February Market in between periods of bad weather and the sun 
shone on us for at least part of the time. 
More new faces supported us on both sides of the tables and the atmosphere was cheerful and 
busy. 
We welcomed a new seller with his appetising home made bread and the popular Veg Box was with 
us again. Both will be back next month along with a new seller bringing stationery and gift 
wrappings etc. 
          You really can get almost all you need from KENN VILLAGE MARKET!!! 
                            ( PS - does anyone out there produce home made wine??!! ) 
 
                                  THE NEXT MARKET IS ON MARCH  27th 

Neighbourhood Watch 
  

The Senior Police Management Team are reporting that there has been an increase in the number 
of burglaries in the area recently. They are asking that where possible we keep a watchful eye and 
report anyone or any vehicle acting suspiciously. Neighbours in Duck Lane have done just that this 
month - thanks to them for their vigilance. 

A plough, a churn and shepherd‘s crooks - the stars of the show at  
Kenn‘s Plough Sunday Service. 
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Kenn Festival 2010 
 
The wine and Cheese party to launch the Kenn Festival held on 29th January was well supported.   
We discussed various options for the festival to be held on 25th – 27th June 2010 and the following 
were some of the ideas explored: 
 
Programme 
 
Friday Evening:  The WI are putting on a Cheese and Wine evening to open the festival in the 
Church (this event will be in aid of the Children‘s Hospice South West) 
 
Saturday Morning: Village Market 
 
Lunch time barbeque of sausage and bacon rolls - Simon Pascoe 
 
Cream Teas run by Jenny Pascoe and Marianna Mackay 
 
Fete in field including Victorian exhibition set by Debbie and Paul 
 
Other stalls - maybe showing local history or local interests 
 
Photographic exhibition by Robert Down 
 
Tombola - Wendy Evans 
 
Plant Stall 
 
Bookstall - Caroline Hayden 
 
Late Saturday Afternoon: Kenn’s Got Talent – Julia Bush 
 
Saturday Evening: Band Stuart Summerell and others putting on a very special evening‘s 
entertainment for the village 
 
Sunday afternoon Children‘s Games run by Steve Thole and Julian Gale 
 
Children‘s Painting Competition 
 
Rolls Royce Club visiting 
 
Nail painting with Sue Ellis 
 
Orchid photographic exhibition by Ron Harrison 
 
Cream Teas by Jenny and Marianna 
 
Face painting and dancing display – Wendy Evans 
 
4.00 PM A NEW VILLAGE PHOTO WILL BE TAKEN 
 
Sunday evening – songs of praise John Andrews and Julia Bush 
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ALL WEEKEND Flower Festival in Church run by Grace Griffin in conjunction with Clevedon 
Flower Club.  They are looking for volunteers to help and also sponsorship in anyone wishes to 
dedicate an arrangement in memory of a loved one. 
 
Scarecrow Competition The local Scout, Guides, Brownies and Cubs will be competing in their 
own competition organised by Mike Bell. The village will have their own competition. 
 
House history trail booklet run by Heather Brain (ideally she would like a paragraph on the history 
of every house in the village). 
 
Village Banner run by Val Maloney – She would like volunteers to embroider or appliqué a 
depiction of their house. 
 
Logo 
Kevin is organising. 
 
This is an outline of events which would be extremely fluid and ultimately adaptable so if any one 
has any suggestions, ideas or wishes to volunteer their services to help with the above please 
contact any of the above. 
 

Kenn’s Got Talent 
 
Of course it has!  The Kenn’s Got Talent feature in the Kenn Festival is NOT a competition.  It will 
be a celebration, an opportunity to enjoy some home-grown entertainment.  So, be thinking about 
what you would like to do: read, recite, rap, sing, play, dance.  Get a group of your friends together 
and have fun rehearsing.  Any age, any suitable item.  Duration will be governed by the number of 
entries. 
 
Kenn’s Got Talent will begin formation in earnest after Easter.  Start thinking NOW! 

Julia  

The Kenn Festival should be a great event and we will all have a lot of fun as a community 

putting it together.  My family and I are officers in charge of The Book Stall. Can we have donations 
of books anytime from now on?  If you phone me I will come and collect them or you can just put the 
books in our porch. I will employ my usual marketing strategy - pile it high and sell it cheap so 
anything is really gratefully received.   

Caroline Holden 
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Following on from the article last month:    
 

For those who have not yet returned their forms for the Time Capsule Historic House Tour, I would 
really appreciate forms ASAP, so we can get organised.  
  
Our panel of experts are already working on requests for information that they have received to date 
and are happy to help you with your house. It's not complicated, only a very short paragraph about 
your house, we will take the photographs and help as needed. 
  

Kenn Festival 25
th

 – 27
th

 June 2010 
 

Historic House Tour 
 
Please fill in this form and either put it in a box by the Village Hall  or at  
The Limes, Kenn Moor Rd. 
Alternatively email the reply to  heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk 

 
Your name …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Name of the property ……………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address of the property ……………………………………………………………... 
 
Telephone number …………………………………………………………………… 
 
E mail address  ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
I am willing / unwilling 
for my house to be used in the Kenn Village Historic House Tour. 
 

From the North Somerset Website February 28th 9pm: 
 
―Later this year household recycling and waste collections will be changing for everyone in North 
Somerset. This section explains more about the key dates involved in switching from the current 
system to the new collection arrangements. 
 
We will be in discussions with the new contractors over the next few weeks to work out exactly 
when the new collection arrangements will begin. 
 
Although the new contracts will take effect from 1 March 2010 more work needs to be done to plan 
exactly when the changes to collections arrangements will be introduced. 
 
Once these discussions are completed, information will be sent out to all households in early 2010 
with more details about the changes for each individual property. 
 
These pages will be updated as soon as we have more information.‖ 
 
This is really disappointing - the new contracts come into force tomorrow, but there is no information 
about the “key dates”.   We will wait and watch… 

Hazel 

mailto:heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk
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You may recall that last year 
Kevin (of Moorgates) competed 
with his team from Bovis Homes 
in the Hope Challenge for 
Habitat for Humanity - and 
won.   
 
Habitat is working to re-home 
the homeless in Haiti; Julia will 
be selling cakes at the market 
again next month to raise 
money for more quick and 
appropriate houses.  Donations 
can also be made online. 
 
Kevin is competing again this 
year - if he wins I won‘t print the 
picture of him puzzling over the 
Duplo (or maybe I will….) 
 

Hazel 
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The History Project is going a good deal slower than we would like, but it is going… 
 
This is Elizabeth Kenn, one of the two daughters in the monument to Christopher Kenn in St John‘s 

 
If you have ANY history - any at all - please don’t feel you have to ask if we would like to see it - we 

would!!  Just bring it to Bram Rigg, or we will come to you ring 01275 349535 
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Useful Numbers: 
 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
  

 

Recycling - March 1st, 15th and 29th 
  
Green Waste - March 8th and 22nd 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‘t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 

The Village Market in  March 
will be held in  

Kenn Village Hall on  Saturday  27th 
10:00am till midday.  

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 10th March 7.30pm 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

20th March in the Church New Room 
10am until midday 
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St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 

Plough Sunday 
 
What a lovely service!!  Snowdrops on the altar, 
a churn, a crook and a plough, farmers, 
farmers‘ families, triplets and the vicar.  
Excellent hymns, too, like a little slice of harvest 
in the middle of the February fill-dyke. 
 
The fours seeds (Sid, Stella, Sebastian and 
Sally) acted their parts with amazing aplomb, 
withering and dying or growing and producing 
as required by the Parable of the Sower.  Celia 
retold the story for us modern-day seeds - a 
timely reminder of the need for us all to nurture 
not just the land and everything that comes 
from it, but each other.   
 
Thanks to all those involved in organising the 
implements which were quietly but poignantly 
symbolic.   
 
We‘re a lucky lot, really, to have these services 
preserved.   

Altar Guild for March: 
 
Julia Bush, Jean Fenwick and Jenny Pascoe 

Birthdays and Anniversaries in 
March: 
 
  5th  Leon Naish  
  9th  Tassos Papasolomontos 
10th  Jack Butland  
15th  Jenny Treble 
16th  Brian  & Julie Stowell WA 
17th  Lee Staples  
        James Mackay 
        Liz Stowell 
18th  Quinton Stowell  
        Grace Griffin 
20th  Olivia Gale 
21st  Margaret Cook 
27th  Amy Bye 
        Pam Stuckey 
30th  Jean & Fred Fenwick  

wedding anniversary 
31st  Iris & Mike Callow   

wedding anniversary 

We flew the flag: 
 

At half mast for the death Mrs Edith Tripp on 
10th February and again on the 25th for her 
funeral and interment; and 
 
At top mast for James Griffin's 40th Birthday 
24th February 
 

The Tower was lit: 
 

January 16th to commemorate the death of Mike 
Stevens in 2009; 
 
February 20th for Julian Gale‘s 50th birthday; and 
 
February 25th for James Griffin‘s 40th birthday 

Mothering Sunday 
 
On Mothering Sunday at St John‘s (March 14th, 
11am) we will be showing the things the 
Sunday Club has done in Lent in aid of the 
Children‘s Society. 
 

Julia 

Simnel Cakes 
 
As usual I will be selling Simnel Cakes at 
Easter  (the first weekend of April) - profits to 
the Blay family in Ghana. 
 
There will be flyers/order forms in church and at 
the village market - or just put a note in the 
mailbox at Quercus, Kenn Street. 
 
My mobile number 07851 421175 but reception 
is patchy. 
 
Large cakes £5.50    Small cakes £3.50 

Julia 

The Kenn Coffee morning  
 
held in aid of the Haiti Appeal raised £320 
which has been sent to the Disasters 
Emergency Committee. 
 

Celia 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 259 MARCH 2010  

13 

YATTON MOOR CHURCH SERVICES FOR MARCH 
 
1st Sunday 7th   THIRD OF LENT  
8:00am Holy Communion  Kenn*   
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton             
9:30am Holy Communion  Cleeve 
11:00am Morning Service Claverham  
11:00am Family Service  Kingston Seymour 
 6:00pm Evensong Yatton*   
 
2nd Sunday 14th  FOURTH OF LENT 
MOTHERING SUNDAY   
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton*   
9:30am Family Communion Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion Claverham  
11:00am Trinity Praise Cleeve   
11:00am  Family Communion Kenn 
11.00am Family Service Kingston Seymour   
6:00pm Evensong  Kingston Seymour*   
6:30pm Holy Communion Cleeve   
 
3rd Sunday 21st FIFTH OF LENT   
8:00am Holy Communion Claverham*   
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour  
2.30pm Holy Baptism Yatton   
6:00pm Evensong Kenn*   
 

4th Sunday 28th PALM SUNDAY  
SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER  
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton*   
8:00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton 
9:30am Liturgy of the Passion Cleeve 
11:00am Family Service claverham   
11:00am Family Service Kenn     
4.00pm Said Evensong with Meditation Yatton 
7.30pm Fauré‘s Requiem Yatton  
 
HOLY DAYS IN MARCH 
25th - Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary  
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton  
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Daily:        8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton (not Saturdays or Holy Days) 
Every Wednesday:  10am:Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday:    11am:Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
3rd Wednesday:  11am Holy Communion Kenn*  
4th Wednesday: 11am:Holy Communion Claverham  
Every Thursday: 9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm: Holy Communion Yatton 
 

* BCP - Book of Common Prayer 

A Women’s World Day Of Prayer 
Service  

 
on Friday 5 March will be held at St. John‘s, 
Kenn at 7.30pm. The service has been 
compiled by the Christian women of Cameroon 
and gives a deep insight into life there. 
 
The service will be led by Reader in the team, 
Myra Birdsall, and the speaker will be David 
Evans of the church Army, Revd Linda Evans‘ 
husband. 

Lent Lunches at John and Celia’s... 
 
...Cherry Tree House, Kingston Seymour, 
started well with a good number chatting over 
their soup, bread, cake and coffee on Ash 
Wednesday. The Lunches continue each 
Wednesday in Lent from Noon to 2pm and any 
donations go to Christian Aid. 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
 
MONDAY 29th March 
11.00am Holy Communion  Kingston Seymour 
7.30pm  Compline and Meditation Claverham 
8.00pm Meditation and Compline Yatton 
 
TUESDAY 30th March 
11.00am Holy Communion Kenn 
7.30pm Devotion led by St. Mary‘s Choir Yatton 
7.30pm Compline and Meditation Claverham 
 
WEDNESDAY 31 March 
10.00am Holy Communion Yatton 
11.00am Holy communion Kingston Seymour 
7.30pm ‗Jesus My Boy‘ Cleeve 
8.00pm Meditation and Compline Yatton 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 1st April 
11.00am Holy Communion Kenn 
7.30pm Institution of Lord‘s Supper Cleeve 
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal with Communion and Vigil Yatton 
9.00pm Watch 'til Midnight Kingston Seymour 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 2nd April 
10.00am  Devotion with drama Cleeve 
10.00am Children's Workshop Yatton 
11.00am  Devotional Service Kenn 
2.00pm  Hour at the Foot of the Cross Kingston   Seymour 
2.00pm The Last Hour Meditation Claverham 
2.00pm The Last Hour Meditation Yatton 
3.30pm Ecumenical Walk over Cadbury Hill 
 
EASTER EVE Saturday 3rd April 
8.00pm Ceremony of New Fire Yatton 
 

EASTER DAY Sunday 4 April 

8.00am Holy Communion Yatton 

9.30am Easter Communion and Decoration of Cross Yatton 

9.30am Easter Communion Cleeve 

11.00am Easter family communion Claverham 

11.00am Easter Communion Kenn 

11.00a Easter Communion Kingston Seymour 

6.00pm Evensong Yatton. 
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JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST  

&  

LIVELY DISCUSSION 
 

‘DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TOWARDS MEN’ 

A growing problem in society today 

 

SATURDAY 6TH MARCH  

at  8.45 am  
 

CHAPTER HOUSE 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, YATTON. 

To book: 832184 
 

Come along and relax ~ No charge 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
(no ladies, please - this is a sensitive issue) 



16 

KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 259 MARCH 2010  

Kenn Womens’ Institute 
 
It was still bitterly cold on the day of the February meeting but a great many members braved the 
cold as they were just so pleased to be able to get out again and meet friends.  It was good to see 
them all.  Our speakers, Paula and Sharon from the Samaritans gave us an excellent insight into 
the organisation.  When it was first set up it was the only body offering a listening service over the 
telephone where people could unload their troubles in conditions of complete anonymity.  Now there 
are various other specialist help-lines dealing with such matters as domestic or child abuse and the 
Samaritans deal mainly with people in despair and at risk of suicide.  We were full of admiration for 
them. 
 
£200 has been sent to the Missions to Seafarers.  This splendid sum was raised at Marlene and 
John‘s Coffee and Mince Pie morning before Christmas.  A very nice letter of thanks has been 
received.  We shall continue to collect clothing and knit woolly hats for this good cause.  A knitting 
pattern was also available for all sorts of items that can be put into the shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child.  Several of us hope to participate in the Granny Trek in aid of our charity this year, 
the Children‘s Hospice South West. 
 
Members are also going to play their part in the Kenn Festival.  It looks as though it will be a very 
busy year! 
 
At the March meeting Robert Tinker is coming to speak on British Seaside Piers, Fun and Frivolity.  
The competition is for a naughty postcard.  If you would like to hear him please come along.  All 
visitors are very welcome.  Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Ann Holtham 

Parish Council Notes 
 
Various interesting topics were discussed at the last Parish Council Meeting and hopefully some of 
the matters can be resolved.  There is to be a small working party on the availability of Broadband in 
the village.  They will conduct a survey so that BT can be presented with facts and figures when we 
start to badger them. 
 
It was noted with pleasure that a raised kerb for disabled access to buses has been provided at the 
bus stop.  Now it is hoped to get another one on the other side of the road.  The North Somerset 
officer who deals with such matters will be in the village on Tuesday 9th March at 3.30 p.m. to try to 
identify a suitable spot for it.  If you would like to be part of this exercise please come along. 
 

Ann Holtham 

Guess the Villager 
  
Last month it was, as none of you spotted, Robert Down (―not a pretty child, 
Madam‖, the photographer told his mum…) 
  
So who‘s this lovely lass?   
  
Answers to Hazel, Robert or Margaret. 
  
 
Photo prepared by Robert - many thanks (again!) 
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Keith Summerell 25.7.1929 – 1.2.2010. 
 
Keith was born in Nailsea, his mum worked at Coates Cider and his dad Carl was a blacksmith and 
then delivered coal. Keith grew up in North Lane where he had a pony from a foal called Prince.  He 
used to hop on his back and gallop him across the field with no halter.  He had to say goodbye to 
him when he went in to National Service where on his return his mum Gertie had a new bicycle 
waiting for him. 
 
Riding to his work from 14 years old to Wake & Dean (later Avalon) as a carpenter, he would wave 
to and later on marry at Kenn Church in 1951 Betty Pike who lived at Moorside Farm.  They then 
lived at Moat Cottage, Nailsea Wall rearing chicken and shooting game.  Here Keith enjoyed his 
pigeon racing and won many prizes. 
 
Keith and Betty went their separate ways in 1978 and in 1985 he married Lucille, landlady of The 
Old Inn in Clevedon.  They moved into the Drum and Monkey at Kenn and lived there for a while. 
 
The last nine years, Keith lived in Yatton with his wife and step-family. 
 
His later years he enjoyed very much, his walks around Wains Hill, feeding the robins and patting 
the dogs that would go to him.  The highlight of the year would be the swallows arriving and his 
runner beans beginning to emerge in his patch in the garden. 
 
Keith and Betty had four children.  Julie, Lindsay who died in 1993, Alan and Jackie, who gave them 
fourteen grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. 
 
A story he used to tell Alan.  Keith used to look for bombs with Adge Cutler when they were young.  
One day they found one and took it to the Vicar, knocked on his door, left it on his doorstep and ran 
away. 
 
He never learned to drive. 
 
Jackie Huxtable 

No Doormat She 
 
It‘s curtains for the vicar‘s wife - new ones, I mean. Celia Andrews promises that ―The soap opera of 
parish life has been abandoned, but a new one is about to start.‖ 
 
Yes, the C of E‘s Somerset answer to the BBC‘s Mrs Dale — I‘m afraid I can‘t provide up-to-date 
typology - has moved from her equivalent of Parkwood Hill to that of Exton New Town. That is to 
say, from a single-village benefice - one still exists somewhere, I guess - to the brave new world of 
a ―recently united small town/small village parish‖. 
 
In Accidents waiting. . . On being the new vicar’s pushy wife, the narrator - who in some ways 
resembles the wife of Prebendary John Andrews - has abandoned her diary for emails; but, as she 
implies, business is as usual, as her sister Margaret recovers ―from the sudden arrival of three 
refugees‖, and Mother copes with a broken wrist. Between these events, the trivial round and the 
common task are faced about as zestfully as can be expected of any clergy spouse. 
 
Those who enjoyed Mrs Andrews‘s first book, Cinderella and the Three Wise Men, are sure to like 
this one. 
 

Church Times Diary 
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Bird News II 
 
Towards the end of February, several flocks of seabirds appeared in the fields around this area.  A 
sure sign of windy weather to come. ―Seagull, seagull, sit on the sand, It‘s never good weather 
when you‘re on the land‖. 
 
Jeff reports a large flock of mixed finches and linnets feeding on alder seed at Wraxall, several 
hundred. 
 

Ray Naish 

Bird News I 
 
Geoff Marchant‘s note about the Sparrowhawk in his garden was timely as both Bryan Thompson 
and John Croxton have reported similar scenarios in February. 
 
At the end of January, Jamie Huxtable phoned me to report a Black Redstart near the Fitness 
Centre in central Clevedon.  Later the same day I cycled to Yatton churchyard to sort out sites for 
nest boxes made by the Cub Scouts.  When I returned to my bike, parked against a convenient tree, 
a small bird flew up from the handlebars - it was a Black Redstart!  I saw it again a couple of days 
later, and it was seen after that but is now elusive - it has probably found a large garden with plenty 
of bark mulch - this provides lots of insects and Black Redstarts are almost addicted to it. 
 
John Croxton found a Snow Bunting along the sea wall and two were seen later.  This species is 
now scarce and irregular in this area but perhaps with more winter like this they will increase again. 
 
John and I have been out doing our winter counts and a fine sunny morning produced a pair of 
displaying Sparrowhawks over my house (prior to starting the count!)  This pair had obviously read 
the books - ―display occurs early on fine mornings in February and March‖.  John and I did see a 
couple of Redshank in Kingston Seymour which was unusual inland.  
 
Rob Treble is on the mend and back at work.  Whilst working at Birnbeck Pier in Weston super 
Mare he saw a couple of small waders on the weed-covered rocks.  These were probably Purple 
Sandpipers as there is a small winter population there and we have often thought that the rocks on 
which the pier is build is the attraction for them. 
 
A pair of Stonechats was reported from Nailsea Moor, the first I had heard of since the snow, and a 
Common Sandpiper (a very scarce winter bird) was also seen . 
 
Here in Yatton the local Mistle Thrush started singing on February 16th, a day later than last year.  
The pair are quite invisible for most of the year but presumably attempt to nest as there is always a 
song period and they are seen as a pair, calling in early summer. 
 
Nearby a Coal Tit is singing and, thankfully, a Goldcrest as well.  One or two Goldcrests are starting 
to appear now, but there has only been the odd Chiffchaff reported. 
 
Dunlin numbers reached 4,000-plus along the sea wall and a Woodcock was flushed from the 
Blakes Pools reserve. 
 
Meanwhile, Backwell Lake hosted a Bittern, seen on several days in the month. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
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Dear Editor 
 
We had quite a night of it on the 22nd of February.  There was a road traffic accident on Kenn Moor 
Road - a local driver (from Clevedon) was driving (drunk) with his pregnant wife in the car when the 
car left the road, and went through a spin, leap and a slide along the rhyne, taking out 22 feet of 3 
foot thick hedge.  This is clearly another example of a driver who thinks the moor road is a race 
track.   
 
Ambulance and police attended and fished the hapless pair out of the rear passenger window (the 
car was lying on the driver‘s side).  The magistrates at Weston will hear the case in March. 
 
Meanwhile - what a mess!  Sadly not much can be done for the hedge except a good prune, a clear-
out of the ditch and five - ten year wait!  The hedge is irreparable - it takes long, long years for a 
hedge to establish and time is the only healer in this case.  Last time we had an issue like this the 
insurers took eighteen months to settle, so let‘s hope this time it‘s a bit quicker… 
 
The funny side (there was one, eventually…) was that the young police officers who turned up had 
not wellies and so were duly supplied and we did a group effort of rescuing the baby seat 
(fortunately the baby hadn‘t been involved in the accident), the CDs and the fishing kit. 
 
The blown air-bag was cut out and taken for DNA analysis in case the driver decides that he wasn‘t 
the driver at the time…. 
 
...and then I found that my car battery had flattened itself.  Two strapping sergeants turned up and 
gave me a push, which almost worked, but, sadly, I was still stuck in the road outside the Limes at 1 
o'clock in the morning.  But then the real hero of the day arrived - blond, blue-eyed, almost a Daniel 
Craig in the moonlight, my darling hubby with the jump leads. 
 
The excitement wasn‘t over, however - Robert checked his cows before going back to bed, and 
found that one had been up to some high jinks playing with some strapping fabric and had half 
strangled herself.   
 
It was an odd way for a cow‘s guardian angel to make sure that she didn‘t kill herself, but it worked. 
 

Lise 

Dear Editor 

 
Yes, do bang on about Nestle in 2010. I have been boycotting the company since I was 17. Even as 
a young school girl I knew it was wrong to sell powdered baby milk to women who could not afford 
to buy it.  Nor did the women from third world countries have access to clean water with which to 
make up the formula. The women are also sold the lie that the bottled milk is better than breast. Try 
as I might Nestle products make their way from the shop shelves into my kitchen shelves. Could we 
have a small section in N&V to remind us what products to avoid? 

Caroline Holden 

Dear Editor 
 
The little black cat - it turned out she was a stray and due to the injury they have taken her to be 
treated and re-housed - so a happy ending! 

  
 Regards, Lisa 
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Sam‘s house…… 
 
                               Now you see it…. 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


